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(a) The petitioner has been identified as an American Indian entity on a 
substantially continuous basis since 1900.     
  
(b) A predominant portion of the petitioning group comprises a distinct 
community and has existed as a community from historical times until 
the present.   
  
(c) The petitioner has maintained political influence or authority over 
its members as an autonomous entity from historical times until the 
present.   
  
(d) A copy of the group’s present governing document including its 
membership criteria. In the absence of a written document, the 
petitioner must provide a statement describing in full its membership 
criteria and current governing procedures.   
  
(e) The petitioner’s membership consists of individuals who descend 
from a historical Indian tribe or from historian Indian tribes which 
combined and functioned as a single autonomous political entity.   
  
(f) The membership of the petitioning group is composed principally of 
persons who are not members of any acknowledged North American 
Indian tribe.   
  
(g) Neither the petitioner nor its members are the subject of 
congressional legislation that has expressly terminated or forbidden the 


































































































































































4. Participant observation events:   Event  Place MLK Day of Service With Barbara Drake  Chaffey Community Center Elder in Residence   Edgar Heap of Birds’art Tour with Sherman Students  Pitzer college EHOB Workshop  Pitzer College The lightning Cloud workshop  Pomona College Women Circle  Echo Park Native Feast with Barbara Drake  Ontario Senior Center Powwow   Pomona College Native Science Conference  Pitzer College 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4. IRB Research Summary:  1.   Title: The Federal Recognition process and the Tongva People of the Los Angeles Basin Principal Investigator: Alice Mirlesse  2.   Research Question: The study seeks to address the following broad questions through a case study of a particular Native American tribe in the Los Angeles Basin area.  ‐ What is the impact of the federal recognition policy on the Native American identity of the Tongva people of the Los Angeles Basin? ‐ More specifically, whether the recognition process has enabled the Tongva people to preserve a cohesive culture and organize themselves politically?   Hypothesis: The federal recognition process has brought division amongst the Tongva, and hindered their ability to get public benefits and acknowledgment of their ancestral culture.   3.  Research Methods: I plan to use a dual approach to this topic, using both the formal tools of Public Policy Analysis (quantitative data), with more adaptable techniques of anthropological field research (qualitative data). With respect to the latter, I will use unstructured discussions with the Tongva people and policy advocates, field and participant observation as well as more formal, structured interviews. Both of which will require consent from the participants, before they are used in my research (see Consent form below). No surveys will be used. I will transcribe the notes and code them on my computer, which will be locked with a password. Additionally, I will allow them to withdraw from the project at any time, if they feel the need to do so.   4.   Possible benefits: I hope to contribute to enrich the scarce body of literature about the Tongva people, and therewith allow a greater awareness of local Native American culture and politics – hopefully leading to a recognition (if not through the federal government, at least in the local residents’ minds) of their past and continuing legacy. The interviews will provide the reader with a more human understanding of the issues at stake and will allow them to see the concrete consequences of national policies. Additionally, this work could be used as reference to potential local legislators, or agents of the BIA, wanting to affect policy. 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5.   Assessment of risks: I do not anticipate any potential risks or discomforts for participants in this study.  However, if any emotional distress occurs during interviews or observation periods, I will stop the interview immediately and will have the number of a local counselor on hand. The consent form provided to participants will also stress that participants can opt out of the research study at any point.   6.   Participant group: a) The participants will be 18 years or older, mentally sound, self‐identified as Tongva or associated scholars and politicians.  b) The participants will be recruited via phone, email, and by word‐of‐mouth. I have previously informally met with most of the Tongva participants which I plan to recruit for this study, and would be renewing existing ties with those individuals by email or phone. I know fewer of the scholars and politicians which have collaborated with the Tongva, and would be making introductory communication with most of those individuals via email and phone. c) The identity of the participants will not be disclosed on any of the records kept during the study, with the exception of the consent form, which will not be published. The interviewees will remain anonymous unless they specifically request to be personally identified. d) The participants will be made aware of the goals of the study through the consent form, and should they wish to know more I will remain at hand for questions. Additionally, I plan to send them a copy of the full study upon its completion. They will be told about the character of their participation, as informational and essential to gather qualitative data about perceptions of the Federal Acknowledgement system and the impact on their own culture. e) No deception whatsoever will be used.  7.   Consent: At the beginning of each interview, the participants will be asked to sign a consent form, which explicitly states all the risks of the study, and gives them full protection of privacy. In the case of informal discussions and field observation, they will be asked for consent in regards to particular quotes or actions I would want to use in my research. In both cases, they will be given a copy for their private records, and the other copy will remain in my research file, which will be stored in a private place. (see form attached below)  8.   Confidentiality: Information collected will typically be of a non‐sensitive character, however because part of the participant population targeted is considered “at‐risk” in virtue of their minority status, it is critical that information collected is heavily protected. 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Thus all stories and field notes will be coded and stored on a laptop with a password and no real names will be used in the study.    9.  Consent Form:  Informed Consent Form for Research Involving Human Subjects  
You are being invited to participate in a research study, which the Claremont McKenna 
College Institutional Review Board (IRB) has reviewed and approved for conduct by 
the investigators named here. This form is designed to provide you ­ as a human 
subject ­ with information about this study. The Investigator or his/her representative 
will describe this study to you and answer any of your questions. You are entitled to a 
copy of this form. If you have any questions or complaints about the informed consent 
process of this research study or your rights as a subject, please contact the IRB at the 
Claremont McKenna College Office of Institutional Research at (909) 607­8395 or 
IRB@cmc.edu. Also see www.cmc.edu/IRB for more information on research involving 
human subjects.  Project Title: The Federal Recognition process and the Tongva People of the Los Angeles Basin Principal Investigator: Alice Mirlesse  You are invited to participate in a research project about the Federal Acknowledgement process and the Tongva People. Please read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the study.   Research Background: This study seeks to analyse the federal recognition process and its impact on the Tongva community.   Procedures: If you agree to this study, you will participate in an in‐person interview, that will last 20 to 60 min.   Confidentiality: Your participation in this study is entirely anonymous. Other than the signature on this consent form, I will not record your name in any way, and nor will I maintain any link between your name and your responses to the questions. The consent forms for this study will be kept private. The data collected will be stored on my password‐protected computer.   Risks: I do not anticipate any significant risks or discomforts in this study, however should you wish to decline to answer any question, or discontinue your participation entirely, you remain free to do so at any point during the interview. 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Benefits: Your participation in this study will contribute to enhance the understanding and knowledge about the Tongva People and culture, as well as the human consequences of the Federal Recognition Process.   Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the study’s principle investigator, Alice Mirlesse , her phone number is (917) 499‐8200, and her e‐mail address is AMirlesse13@cmc.edu.  CONSENT STATEMENT:  I, __________________________________, hereby give my consent to participate in the research study entitled “The Federal Recognition process and the Tongva People” I have read the above information and am aware of the potential risks and complications. I fully understand that I may withdraw from this research project at any time without prejudice. I also understand that I am free to ask questions about techniques or procedures that will be undertaken. I will sign and return this consent form and receive a copy of the form in case I need to refer back to it.  Finally, I understand that information obtained about me during the course of the study will be kept anonymous and cannot be traced back to me.  _______________________________________                         ________________ Participant’s signature (18+ years of age)          Date  I hereby certify that I have given an explanation to the above individual of the contemplated study and its risks and potential complications.  _______________________________________                      ________________ Principal Investigator’s signature                       Date       
